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Participants listen to a presentation on recording oral histories oy Nationa! Parx Se

Jones at Joyner Library on Friday moming.

Joyner Library holds sessions on interviewing

BY JENNIFER BRIDGERS
For The Daily Refiector

An effort to document
the history of a Greenville
community erased by an
urban redevelopment
project has spawned a

more people in collectin,
oral histories. ;

East Carolina Univer-
sity’s Joyner Library held
its first two sessions
aimed at arming partici-
pants with the skills and
tools to conduct accurate
and thorough interviews
that will preserve stories
for posterity.

“Now, we're really try-
ing to expand and docu-
ment the entire Greenville
community and beyond,”
said Heather White, direc-
tor of library project devel-
opment. “So, we're hoping
by offering these free
workshops, we can really
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Lu Ann Jones leads a workshop that guides
participants on compiling an oral history project on

Friday.

engage community mem-
bers to assist us in that en-
deavor.”

White said the effortisa

direct result of a project to
preserve the history of Sy-
camore Hill Missionary
Baptist Church, which
once stood on what is now

the northwest corner of
the Greenville Town Com-
mon. A redevelopment
project forced the congre-
gation to abandon the
building and residents of
the surrounding Shore
Drive neighborhood to
move.

The city of Greenville
now is building a monu-
ment on the church site
that will serve as a gate-
way to the Town Common
and offer the histories of
the church and people
who lived there.

White said the work-
shops last week and up-
coming sessions are a part
of the North Carolina Hu-
manities Council Large
Grant that Joyner Library
received for the Sycamore
Hill project.

Lu Ann Jones, a former
ECU professor who now
works with the National
Parks Service, led a ses-
sion at the Lucile Gorham
Intergenerational Center
in west Greenville on
Thursday and one at the Li-

brary on Friday.
Jones has worked on .

several large oral history
See HISTORY, A5
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on somebody’s sofa ... You
go to school as a child and
you don’t know ... where
you're going to be sleeping
and you have to carry ev-
erything with you -all the
time.”

Another reason that
Belk partnered with Fam-
ily Promise is that it has a

T asIey Rndl “ ' ST
manager at the Greenville
Mall Belk, finds Family
Promise’s focus on pre-
venting homelessness to
be “really cool.”

“It’s not just about shel-

ters. It's about how to build
up families and how to
keep them together and get
them on their feet and get

~ In the community interested

in learning more about the
establishment of the
Greenville affiliate, he said.

For more information
about Family Promise visit
https:/familypromise.org.
John Porter-Acee can be
reached at St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church at 355-
2125.

private party at the busi-
ness, located north of N.C.
903, when a disturbance
occurred with shots fired,
the release said.

Evidence showed that
shots had been from a ri-
fle, the release said. Three
vehicles and two buildings
were struck by bullets.
There were no reported in-

it to be stolen
ous Greenvill

The men w
as Christoph
King, 18, Dot
Michael Lan
Jr., 20; Emm:
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Shawn Daniel
Street; Roz
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Participants listen to a presentation on recording oral histories by National Park
Services historian Lu Ann Jones at Joyner Library on Friday morning.

HISTORY
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projects including the
Southern Oral History pro-
gram at UNC Chapel Hill
and the History of South-
ern Agriculture project
with the National Museum
of American History.

She donated her time last
week because she thinks
oral history is an important
tool, she said.

“It's more than a casual
conversation,” said Jones.
“[T want to] help people dis-
cipline their enthusiasm
that they bring to the oral
history process so that the
interviews are done well

and that the interviews will *

have life beyond the actual
interviews themselves.”

The workshop focused
on the entire oral history
process as well as interview
and documentation skills.
The main point the work-
shop drove home was the

- importance oral history and

why it needs to be a part of

every history related project.

Both Jones and White
agree that oral history gives
a voice to the voiceless and
helps preserve stories of
minority communities.

“I think one of the things
oral history does is allow us
to get multiple perspec-
tives,” said Jones. “The ar-
chives historically has
weighed in favor of certain
people — people who
could write, people who
had the time to write, the
skills to write.”

Several participants al-
ready had experience docu-
menting oral history in
projects including docu-
menting the Louisiana
rodeo circuit and the stories
of indigenous communities
in the Pacific during World
War L.

Jennifer McKinnon, as
associate professor with
ECU’s Department of His-
tory in Maritime Studies,
Said she came to listen to an
expert in a skill she uses fre-
quently in her work.

“I use oral history in my

research,” said McKinnon.
“So, it's great to be able to
come and see somebody
who's an expert in the field
and brush up on some of
my techniques and also
learn from some other
folks, too.” : Rk

Kristin O’Lear, a graduate
student in ECU’s Depart-
ment of History, attended
the workshop to learn more
about a method of docu-
mentation that she could
use when working on her
thesis, and later on in her
professional career.

“It was very informative
and I think it really helps tai-
lor my professional goals,”
said O’Lear. “[It] really adds
depth to what I want to do
and add that as an element
to future research.”

Upcoming workshops at
the library will focus on ge-
nealogy, taught by Jennifer
Daugherty from 10 to noon
on March 23, and a digital
humanities workshop
taught by Ann Whistant

from 10 am. to noon on
April 27.
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idea that no one should
fight a war for moral rea-

| ‘sons, but it should only

fight for its survival and its
own self-interest. ;

“If a country’s core inter-
ests are threatened,”
Kassab said. “For instance,
if Hawaii was being in-
vaded, that’s when you
would go to war. ... You
don’t go to war to prop up
a democracy, or to save
people, unfortunately ...
don’t go to war for that ...
because never ... I believe
never, a humanitarian in-
tervention has actually
worked in a way that has
saved people’s lives.

“You cannot create a
democracy for other peo-
ple,” Kassab continued after
an guest shared his experi-
ence in the region. “If they
want that democracy, it's

their blood
gonna shed. T
have to fight
when they win
sically — tha
not our win. |
take pride in th
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Carolina University School
of Social Work. Two full-
time social workers would
supervise them while they
work with victims of crimi-
nal abuse, neglect and
abandonment.

The memorandum said
the grant would be ac-
cepted only if another
grant application of
$608,423 over a two-year
period is approved by the
Governor’s Crime Com-
mission.

The two grants would
help fund the interns’

equipment and in-state
travel expenses, provide

them with smz
lowances, and
access to federz
awards that con
for tuition and
ment of student
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